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From the Superintendent’s Desk: Closing the Year
with Confidence
As the green returns to our campus and the days grow longer, we find ourselves at the peak of another
incredible spring here at Alburnett CSD. This season is always a whirlwind of activity, but it also provides
an opportunity to pause, reflect, and celebrate the remarkable achievements of our students and staff.

Wishing the Class of 2026 Continued Success
I want to extend a massive congratulations to our graduating seniors! Watching this class grow, learn,
and lead has been an absolute privilege. They have left an indelible mark on our halls through their
academics, arts, athletics, and character.

To our graduates: remember that you will always have a home here at Alburnett. Thank you for your
leadership and for setting such a positive example for our younger Pirates. We cannot wait to see how
you change the world. Go make some waves!

Pirate Pride in the River Valley Conference
Our spring sports seasons are wrapping up, and to say our student-athletes represented us well would
be an understatement. We have seen outstanding success across the board in the River Valley
Conference this spring. Our boy’s soccer team has earned a #2 seed and will host a playoff game on the
27th starting at 7:00. Our boys track team won the River Valley Conference and both the girls and boys
teams are competing at state.

Our Pirates competed with grit, sportsmanship, and unparalleled determination. Thank you to our
dedicated coaches, parent volunteers, and our amazing booster club for supporting our athletes every
step of the way. You all made this a spring season to remember!
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Read On...

Honoring Two Incredible Educators
While spring brings new beginnings for our seniors, it also brings a bittersweet transition
for our district as we say goodbye to two foundational members of the Alburnett family.
This year, we are celebrating the retirements of Jeff Hau and Jeff Miles.

Between them, "The Jeffs" have dedicated decades of service, wisdom, and passion to our
schools. They have shaped the minds of countless students, mentored fellow staff
members, and consistently gone above and beyond to make Alburnett a better place.

Thank you, Alburnett community, for your unwavering support throughout this school
year. Let’s finish these last few weeks strong and head into a safe, and restful summer.

Go Pirates!
John Zimmerman Superintendent, Alburnett CSD



As we close the book on the 2025–2026 school year, it’s hard to believe how quickly the time
has flown by! Summer with children is exciting, memory-filled, and sometimes a little
daunting as parents try to balance fun, structure, and relaxation. As we head into summer
break, I wanted to share a few thoughts on supporting learning and development during
these important months.

Boredom can be beneficial. 
The pressure to keep children constantly busy during the summer can feel overwhelming —
I feel it as a parent, too! However, some unstructured time (away from electronics) can be
incredibly valuable. It is often in those quiet moments that imagination blossoms. Boredom
can spark creativity, independence, problem solving, and innovation in ways a packed
schedule sometimes cannot.

Conversations are crucial. 
Reading with children over the summer offers countless benefits, but the conversations
surrounding reading are just as important. Ask questions, make connections, and encourage
children to talk about what they are reading. The same is true in everyday life — having kids
summarize their day, explain activities, or share opinions helps strengthen communication
skills, vocabulary, and confidence.

Everyday tasks teach lifelong skills. 
Including children in the daily routines of a household — meal planning, cooking, laundry,
cleaning, or yard work — teaches lessons that cannot always be learned from a book. These
experiences help build responsibility, independence, teamwork, time management,
gratitude, and a sense of pride in contributing to the family.

Never underestimate the value of play. 
Children are never too old for board games and card games! What may seem like a simple
game of UNO can help develop strategic thinking, sportsmanship, patience, and connection
with others. Two favorites in our house are Blink and Tapple.

Thank you for an incredible school year. It has been a privilege to partner with you in
supporting our students’ growth, learning, and success. Wishing all of our Pirate families a
memorable, relaxing, and joy-filled summer!

— Bailey Wright, Alburnett Elementary School Principal

Elementary News
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PBIS Fun
We wrapped up the school year with our final PBIS assembly, celebrating students for their positive behavior, hard
work, and what it means to be a proud Pirate! Students were excited to welcome Mr. Shucks, mascot of the Cedar
Rapids Kernels, who shared information about the Kernels’ summer reading program and encouraged everyone to
keep reading all summer long.

Our elementary students also reached an incredible milestone by collecting 6,000 PBIS tickets, earning the top
PBIS prize — an exciting Color Run celebration at the Martin Complex!

We’d like to give a shout out to our PTO and the Alburnett Foundation for funding the Color Run and snacks!



In Case You Missed It...

Middle School News
As another school year comes to a close, I want to take a moment to thank our students, staff,
parents, and community for all of the support that helped make this a great year at the
middle school. It truly takes everyone working together to create a positive environment for
our students, and we are grateful for the partnership we have with our families and
community.

This year brought many opportunities for learning, growth, activities, and memorable
moments. Our students continued to rise to the challenges that middle school brings
academically and socially, and our staff remained committed to helping students succeed
each day. We appreciate the encouragement and support from parents throughout the year
and are thankful to be part of a community that values education and supports our schools
so well.

This time of year is always exciting, but it also comes with mixed emotions. We are sad to see
such a wonderful group of 8th graders move on to high school. They have been great leaders
in our building and have made a positive impact on our school culture. While we will
certainly miss them, we are excited to see what the future holds for each of them as they
begin the next chapter of their journey.
At the same time, I recently had the opportunity to meet with our incoming 6th graders, and
it was great to see their excitement about coming to the middle school next year. They are
going to be a wonderful addition to our building, and we are looking forward to welcoming
them this fall.

As summer begins, we hope everyone has the chance to relax, recharge, and spend time
with family and friends. Throughout the summer, please continue to watch for important
information regarding the 2026–2027 school year. We are already looking forward to another
great year and are excited to see what next year brings.

Thank you again for a successful school year, and have a safe and enjoyable summer.

— Josh Henriksen, Alburnett Middle School Principal

Here are just a few exciting, recent stories you might have missed from Alburnett!

We had the chance to
celebrate so many talented
choir students at our recent

concert.

FFA held a plant sale to
support student conventions

and hands-on learning.

We celebrated the
class of 2026

Don’t miss out on stories like these!
Follow Alburnett on Facebook,

Twitter, and Instagram!
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Celebrating a Year of Excellence, Growth, and Pirate Pride
As we close another remarkable school year, I want to take a moment to celebrate the incredible
accomplishments of our students, staff, and community. This year was filled with growth,
achievement, and memories that will have a lasting impact on our school community.
Our students continued to demonstrate resilience, determination, and Pirate pride both 
inside and outside the classroom. Whether competing on the field, performing on 
stage, or excelling academically, they represented Alburnett with excellence.

Athletic Successes
This year was an exciting one for our athletic programs. Student-athletes across all sports
demonstrated teamwork, dedication, and perseverance throughout their seasons. Several teams
earned conference and tournament honors, while many individual athletes achieved personal bests
and received recognition for outstanding performance and leadership.
Beyond wins, our great coaches continued to help Pirate student-athletes build character,
sportsmanship, and school spirit. The support shown by students, families, staff, and community
members at games and events created an atmosphere that made our school proud.

Outstanding Fine Arts Programs
Our fine arts students showcased exceptional talent and creativity throughout the year. From band
and choir concerts to an exceptional performance of Annie and art exhibitions, students inspired
audiences with their hard work and passion.

Fine arts continue to play a vital role in helping students develop confidence, discipline, and self-
expression, and we are proud of everything our students accomplished this year.

Academic Excellence
Academic achievement remains at the heart of everything we do. Students challenged themselves
through rigorous coursework, career exploration opportunities, and extracurricular academic
activities. Many students earned academic honors and participated in leadership organizations. 3DE
continues to create real world opportunities and experiences for students to build their professional
capacity.

Our teachers continued to create engaging learning experiences that encouraged curiosity, critical
thinking, and collaboration. We also celebrated the growth of students who worked hard every day
to improve, overcome challenges, and achieve their goals.

This year’s graduating class leaves behind a legacy of leadership and determination, and we are
excited to see the impact they will make in the future.

Looking Ahead
As we reflect on this school year, we are reminded that success is built through partnerships
between students, families, staff, and the community. Thank you for your continued support,
encouragement, and commitment to Alburnett!

We wish all of our students and families a safe, restful, and enjoyable summer. We look forward to
welcoming everyone back next year for another year of opportunity, achievement, and Pirate pride.
Have a wonderful summer!

—Thomas Trainer, Alburnett High School Principal

High School Happenings







Alburnett will be hosting an All School Open House on August 19, 2026. This is an invitation for all
Alburnett students and families, PreK through 12th grade (ages 3 through seniors).
Alburnett teachers and staff are excited to welcome everyone on August 19th from 
3:00–8:00 PM.
If you are unable to attend, student school photos will also be taken on the first day of school for 
K–12.

Event Details:
8/19/25 | 3:00–8:00 PM – Alburnett Community Schools Elementary Gym: Open House & Family
Night
8/19/25 | 3:00–8:00 PM – High School Gym: Student Picture Day
8/19/25 | 5:00–8:00 PM – High School: In-Person Registration Assistance

We look forward to seeing everyone there!

Also consider shopping online for your back to school purchases. Alburnett’s shop can be found on
educationalproducts.com/shoppacks and are open now until June 16th. This resource saves families
money, and supports the school.

2026 - 2027 Registration Information
School registration information for the upcoming school year will be released in early August.
Families are encouraged to stay tuned for updates by checking the district website for the latest
details and instructions. 
For more information, please visit alburnettcsd.org/parent-student-info/registration in Early
August.

Info Before We Head Into Summer

Save the Date

Keep Informed About Alburnett Camps, Events and
Summer Sports
Stay informed about all the great opportunities happening at Alburnett this summer, including
athletic camps, summer sports, and community events. We hope you’ll come out to support and
cheer on our Pirates all summer long and into the next school year!

Alburnett Bound (For Summer Sports)
gobound.com/ia/schools/alburnett

For info on Athletic Camps, go to:
alburnettsports.com

Have a Great
Summer, Go

Pirates!

https://alburnettcsd.org/parent-student-info/registration/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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